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Shifting Perception in the Digital Age

Kit Grauer, Anna Ryoo, Francine Cunningham

The University of British Columbia



Research Questions:

1. How do young people’s creative practice and digital production influence
their conceptualization, negotiation, and participation around issues of
identity, culture, and wellbeing?

2. What roles do artists/teachers play in community-based sites in engaging
with marginalized youth to foster youth participation and community
engagement?

3. How does the impact of media arts learning on marginalized young people
suggest new curricula, pedagogies, and policies that will help improve urban
art education?
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Research site: Museum of Anthropology

Vancouver, British Columbia



Research site: Gulf Island Film and Television School

Galiano Island, British Columbia



Research site: La Cité des arts

Montreal, Québec
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Research site: La maison Kekpart :
Montreal, Québec
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Education

Community Research Site: Gulf Island
Film and Television School

The Gulf Islands Film & Television School is a creative
media epicenter where first time rookies, youth & adults,
live with and are mentored by Canada's top media
producers and industry professionals. GIFTS specializes in
“learning by doing,” offering short hands-on media

http://citizensoftomorrow.research.educ.ubc.ca




ASSERT, DEFEND, TAKE SPACE

Aboriginal youth and media conference

on identity, activism, and film
S =

The daylong event featured scrm a dozen'short films followed by
panel discussions with young# a0 ac‘nwsﬁ
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ASSERT, DEFEND, TAKE SPACE

Aboriginal youth on identity, activism, and film

No light to warm the earth,
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VOICES OF URBAN ABORICINAL YOUTH

Juné 1. 2014-Jawary 4. 200

Curators: Pam Brown, Maija Tailfeathers
At The Museum of Anthropology at The University of British Columbia

http://moa.ubc.ca/claimingspace/



Claiming Space: Voices of Urban Aboriginal Youth looks at the diverse ways urban
Aboriginal youth are asserting their identity and affirming their relationship to both urban
spaces and ancestral territories. Unfiltered and unapologetic, over 20 young artists from
across Canada, the US, and around the world define what it really means to be an urban
Aboriginal youth today. In doing so they challenge centuries of stereotyping and
assimilation policies. This exhibit will leave visitors with the understanding that today’s
urban Aboriginal youth are not only acutely aware of the ongoing impacts of
colonization, but are also creatively engaging with decolonizing movements through new
media, film, fashion, photography, painting, performance, creative writing and traditional
art forms.

The exhibition is curated by Pam Brown (Heiltsuk Nation), Curator, Pacific Northwest, and

Curatorial Assistant Elle-Maija Tailfeathers (Blackfoot, Blood Reserve/Sami, northern
Norway).



The Indigenous Sprawl: Urban spaces as sites of colonization



We are Culture: Challenging Canada’s long history of assimilation
and policies to eradicate Indigenous culture and language
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We are the keepers: Exploring the impact of modern consumer culture on
traditional values through the eyes of a generation who is
impacted daily by globalization



The Gaze: Confronting the objectification and sexualization
of Indigenous women's bodies




ASSERT, DEFEND, TAKE SPACE
Aboriginal youth on identity, activism, and film
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Introducing Culture by Arizona Leger

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mZB17sAXE4



#claimingspace

Have you claimed your space?

Engaging non-Indigenous youth in the conversation



One of the awesome aspects of Claiming space and the assert, defend, take space
conference was the way in which other youth engaged with both events and the themes
that were being discussed. | was part of the pubic engagement and education programs
surrounding both the exhibition and the conference and had a lot of physical interacting
with youth who were in most cases discovering most of these themes for the first time.
We encouraged youth to use our hash tag #claiming space so we could keep the
conversation going in the social media sphere of youth engagement. When searching the
hastag on Instagram and Twitter | was happy to find that a lot of youth were posting very
positive and revelatory comments about their experiences. The films they watched and
the artwork was having a huge impact on their views of the Canadian aboriginal

landscape.

The very act of having you the view films by youth gave these issues a level of relatability
that they had not had before.
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Trickster was a crafty spirit
Shape shifting

Hiding

Teaching

Learning

He took many forms in the past
Raven, coyote...

In the past he was

In the present he is
Today we lock around
His face all around
‘He is inside our bodies
He hides behind our eyes
‘Hides behind our eyes

ereotypes through our eyes

others and judge

priate stereotype

However we are clever

We are wise

We know right from wrong
We know what hurts

Know suffering

Know pain

Know bad judgment

And we know that no is different th
That we should say no suffering
No pain

No judgment

And know right from wrong

We should take it upon ourselves to
To love people

To cherish our lives with each 0
And to walk with soft steps

To recognize trickster

To pull that clever spirit frc

To clean our eyes with trutl

To know ourselves

B o

It is up to us to k
Andto

to recognize a trickster. by crystal smith de
molina (Tsimshian Haisla) MOA. because art is
important. poetry gives a voice.
H#claimingspace #crystalsmithdemolina #poetry
#aboriginalart
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A place of world arts + cultures

CLAIMING SPACE: VOICES OF
URBAN ABORIGINAL YOUTH

5. http://moa.ubc.ca/claimingspace/

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Zine Making Workshop
Grades B 12

ABORIGINAL YOUTH
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CLAIMING SPACE SELF-GUIDED
TOUR € TEACHER RESOURCE

and French at. moa.ubc.ca/programs/resources.php

BOOK TODAY!

| program or self-guided tour today,
sit moa.ubc. ca/group bookings

Or contact the Bookings Coordinator at
bookings@moa.ubc.ca | 604.822.3825

|aigenous NDHENDIANG J ‘;

In terms of public programming
Francine Cunningham ran a series
of creative writing and visual art
tours and workshops in the space.
She would take youth from all over
the Vancouver mainland and walk
them through the space while doing
art and writing exercises. The final
hour of our sessions would be spent
with them creating their own
contribution to the exhibition in the
form of small zine’s that look like
chapbooks. They youth wrote
poems and added visual drawings
to express their feelings about what
they had just witnessed.
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Creative Writing, Visual art and Zine Making
Example poem by Francine Cunningham
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Outcome poems and zines
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http://citizensoftomorrow.research.educ.ubc.ca

Citizensoftomorrow.ubc@gmail.com
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