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Shi@ing	  Percep<on	  in	  the	  Digital	  Age	  
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Research	  Ques<ons:	  
	  
	  
1.  How	  do	  young	  people’s	  crea4ve	  prac4ce	  and	  digital	  produc4on	  influence	  


their	  conceptualiza4on,	  nego4a4on,	  and	  par4cipa4on	  around	  issues	  of	  
iden4ty,	  culture,	  and	  wellbeing?	  


2.  What	  roles	  do	  ar4sts/teachers	  play	  in	  community-‐based	  sites	  in	  engaging	  
with	  marginalized	  youth	  to	  foster	  youth	  par4cipa4on	  and	  community	  
engagement?	  


3.  How	  does	  the	  impact	  of	  media	  arts	  learning	  on	  marginalized	  young	  people	  
suggest	  new	  curricula,	  pedagogies,	  and	  policies	  that	  will	  help	  improve	  urban	  
art	  educa4on?	  	  
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Research	  site:	  Museum	  of	  Anthropology	  
Vancouver,	  Bri4sh	  Columbia	  	  Citiz
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Research	  site:	  Gulf	  Island	  Film	  and	  Television	  School	  	  	  


Galiano	  Island,	  Bri4sh	  Columbia	  	  Citiz
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Research	  site:	  La	  Cité	  des	  arts	  	  	  
Montreal,	  Québec	  	  	  Citiz
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Montreal,	  Québec	  	  	  
Research	  site:	  La	  maison	  Kekpart	  	  	  	  Citiz
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ASSERT,	  DEFEND,	  TAKE	  SPACE	  
Aboriginal	  youth	  and	  media	  conference	  	  
on	  iden<ty,	  ac<vism,	  and	  film	  


	  The	  daylong	  event	  featured	  screenings	  of	  over	  a	  dozen	  short	  films	  followed	  by	  
panel	  discussions	  with	  young	  Aboriginal	  ar4sts	  and	  ac4vists.	  	  
	  
Themes	  of	  the	  sessions	  included:	  Youth	  Iden4ty	  Poli4cs,	  and	  Sovereignty,	  
Deconstruc4ng	  the	  Objec4fica4on	  of	  Indigenous	  Women,	  and	  Environmental	  
and	  Youth	  Ac4vism.	  Citiz
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ASSERT,	  DEFEND,	  TAKE	  SPACE	  
Aboriginal	  youth	  on	  iden<ty,	  ac<vism,	  and	  film	  
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At	  The	  Museum	  of	  Anthropology	  at	  The	  University	  of	  Bri4sh	  Columbia	  	  


hFp://moa.ubc.ca/claimingspace/	  


Curators:	  Pam	  Brown,	  Maija	  Tailfeathers	  
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Claiming	  Space:	  Voices	  of	  Urban	  Aboriginal	  Youth	  looks	  at	  the	  diverse	  ways	  urban	  
Aboriginal	  youth	  are	  asser4ng	  their	  iden4ty	  and	  affirming	  their	  rela4onship	  to	  both	  urban	  
spaces	  and	  ancestral	  territories.	  Unfiltered	  and	  unapologe4c,	  over	  20	  young	  ar4sts	  from	  
across	  Canada,	  the	  US,	  and	  around	  the	  world	  define	  what	  it	  really	  means	  to	  be	  an	  urban	  
Aboriginal	  youth	  today.	  In	  doing	  so	  they	  challenge	  centuries	  of	  stereotyping	  and	  
assimila4on	  policies.	  This	  exhibit	  will	  leave	  visitors	  with	  the	  understanding	  that	  today’s	  
urban	  Aboriginal	  youth	  are	  not	  only	  acutely	  aware	  of	  the	  ongoing	  impacts	  of	  
coloniza4on,	  but	  are	  also	  crea4vely	  engaging	  with	  decolonizing	  movements	  through	  new	  
media,	  film,	  fashion,	  photography,	  pain4ng,	  performance,	  crea4ve	  wri4ng	  and	  tradi4onal	  
art	  forms.	  
	  
The	  exhibi4on	  is	  curated	  by	  Pam	  Brown	  (Heiltsuk	  Na4on),	  Curator,	  Pacific	  Northwest,	  and	  
Curatorial	  Assistant	  Elle-‐Máijá	  Tailfeathers	  (Blackfoot,	  Blood	  Reserve/Sami,	  northern	  
Norway).	  
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The	  Indigenous	  Sprawl:	  Urban	  spaces	  as	  sites	  of	  coloniza4on	  Citiz
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We	  are	  Culture:	  Challenging	  Canada’s	  long	  history	  of	  assimila4on	  
	  and	  policies	  to	  eradicate	  Indigenous	  culture	  and	  language	  	  	  	  Citiz
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Adap4ng	  our	  tradi4ons:	  Examining	  how	  Indigenous	  cultures	  
	  are	  adap4ng	  and	  morphing	  	  Citiz
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We	  are	  the	  keepers:	  Exploring	  the	  impact	  of	  modern	  consumer	  culture	  on	  
tradi4onal	  values	  through	  the	  eyes	  of	  a	  genera4on	  who	  is	  


	  impacted	  daily	  by	  globaliza4on	  Citiz
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The	  Gaze:	  Confron4ng	  the	  objec4fica4on	  and	  sexualiza4on	  
	  of	  Indigenous	  women's	  bodies	  	  	  Citiz
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ASSERT,	  DEFEND,	  TAKE	  SPACE	  
Aboriginal	  youth	  on	  iden<ty,	  ac<vism,	  and	  film	  


Citiz
en


s o
f T


om
orr


ow
 







Introducing	  Culture	  by	  Arizona	  Leger	  	  	  


hfps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mZB17sAXE4	  Citiz
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Engaging	  non-‐Indigenous	  youth	  in	  the	  conversa4on	  


#claimingspace	  
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One	  of	  the	  awesome	  aspects	  of	  Claiming	  space	  and	  the	  assert,	  defend,	  take	  space	  
conference	  was	  the	  way	  in	  which	  other	  youth	  engaged	  with	  both	  events	  and	  the	  themes	  
that	  were	  being	  discussed.	  I	  was	  part	  of	  the	  pubic	  engagement	  and	  educa4on	  programs	  
surrounding	  both	  the	  exhibi4on	  and	  the	  conference	  and	  had	  a	  lot	  of	  physical	  interac4ng	  
with	  youth	  who	  were	  in	  most	  cases	  discovering	  most	  of	  these	  themes	  for	  the	  first	  4me.	  
We	  encouraged	  youth	  to	  use	  our	  hash	  tag	  #claiming	  space	  so	  we	  could	  keep	  the	  
conversa4on	  going	  in	  the	  social	  media	  sphere	  of	  youth	  engagement.	  When	  searching	  the	  
hastag	  on	  Instagram	  and	  Twifer	  I	  was	  happy	  to	  find	  that	  a	  lot	  of	  youth	  were	  pos4ng	  very	  
posi4ve	  and	  revelatory	  comments	  about	  their	  experiences.	  The	  films	  they	  watched	  and	  
the	  artwork	  was	  having	  a	  huge	  impact	  on	  their	  views	  of	  the	  Canadian	  aboriginal	  
landscape.	  	  
	  
The	  very	  act	  of	  having	  you	  the	  view	  films	  by	  youth	  gave	  these	  issues	  a	  level	  of	  relatability	  
that	  they	  had	  not	  had	  before.	  	  
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Went	  to	  
#MOA	  today	  for	  Aboriginal	  Youth	  
on	  Iden4ty,	  Ac4vism	  and	  Film.	  As	  a	  
Japanese	  Canadian	  growing	  up	  in	  
an	  almost	  all-‐white	  neighborhood,	  
I've	  had	  my	  struggles	  with	  racism,	  
culture	  and	  iden4ty,	  but	  it's	  
nothing	  compared	  to	  what	  the	  
indigenous	  from	  BC	  and	  around	  
the	  world	  have	  had	  to	  put	  up	  with,	  
and	  s4ll	  do	  every	  day.	  Their	  
strength	  has	  taught	  me	  so	  much.	  I	  
hope	  I	  can	  be	  part	  of	  the	  
revolu4on,	  to	  decolonize	  and	  
protect	  our	  mother	  earth	  and	  all	  
its	  living	  things.	  	  #claimingspace	  
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to	  recognize	  a	  trickster.	  by	  crystal	  smith	  de	  
molina	  (Tsimshian	  Haisla)	  MOA.	  because	  art	  is	  
important.	  poetry	  gives	  a	  voice.	  
#claimingspace	  #crystalsmithdemolina	  #poetry	  
#aboriginalart	  Citiz
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In	  terms	  of	  public	  programming	  
Francine	  Cunningham	  ran	  a	  series	  
of	  crea4ve	  wri4ng	  and	  visual	  art	  
tours	  and	  workshops	  in	  the	  space.	  
She	  would	  take	  youth	  from	  all	  over	  
the	  Vancouver	  mainland	  and	  walk	  
them	  through	  the	  space	  while	  doing	  
art	  and	  wri4ng	  exercises.	  The	  final	  
hour	  of	  our	  sessions	  would	  be	  spent	  
with	  them	  crea4ng	  their	  own	  
contribu4on	  to	  the	  exhibi4on	  in	  the	  
form	  of	  small	  zine’s	  that	  look	  like	  
chapbooks.	  They	  youth	  wrote	  
poems	  and	  added	  visual	  drawings	  
to	  express	  their	  feelings	  about	  what	  
they	  had	  just	  witnessed.	  	  
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Crea4ve	  Wri4ng,	  Visual	  art	  and	  Zine	  Making	  
Example	  poem	  by	  Francine	  Cunningham	  	  	  Citiz
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Outcome	  poems	  and	  zines	  	  Citiz
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hfp://ci4zensooomorrow.research.educ.ubc.ca	  


Ci4zensooomorrow.ubc@gmail.com	  
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