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The	  Na've	  Youth	  Program	  	   At	  The	  Museum	  of	  Anthropology	  
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Digital Narratives of First Nations Youth  
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Hi	  my	  name	  is	  Francine	  Cunningham	  and	  I	  am	  of	  Cree	  and	  ScoCsh	  ancestry	  originally	  
from	  Calgary,	  Alberta.	  I	  am	  a	  MFA	  candidate	  at	  The	  University	  of	  Bri'sh	  Columbia	  in	  the	  
Crea've	  Wri'ng	  department.	  I	  have	  been	  involved	  with	  The	  Ci'zen’s	  of	  Tomorrow	  
research	  project	  for	  just	  under	  a	  year	  and	  I	  have	  been	  working	  with	  The	  Na've	  Youth	  
Program	  at	  The	  Museum	  of	  Anthropology	  at	  The	  University	  of	  Bri'sh	  Columbia	  since	  
2009.	  	  
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2011	  NYP	  par'cipants	  Citiz
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The	  Museum	  of	  Anthropology	  at	  UBC	  is	  world	  renowned	  for	  both	  its	  collec'on,	  which	  
features	  The	  North	  West	  Coast	  indigenous	  cultures	  as	  well	  as	  other	  cultures	  from	  
around	  the	  world,	  and	  its	  remarkable	  ability	  as	  a	  teaching	  Museum.	  The	  program	  that	  
I	  am	  highligh'ng	  in	  this	  presenta'on	  is	  the	  Na've	  Youth	  Program	  or	  the	  NYP	  for	  short,	  
we	  will	  be	  looking	  at	  how	  this	  program	  helps	  urban	  Aboriginal	  youth	  engage	  in	  digital	  
media	  and	  other	  art	  forms	  to	  explore	  their	  iden''es.	  	  	  
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1981-‐	  A	  student	  doing	  a	  
presenta'on	  for	  a	  group	  of	  
Museum	  visitors.	  	  


2008	  –	  A	  group	  of	  students	  visi'ng	  the	  
	  Liliwat	  Squamish	  Cultural	  centre	  in	  Whistler.	  	  


The	  Na've	  Youth	  Program	  


www.na'veyouthprogram.worpress.com	  


The	  NYP	  was	  founded	  in	  1979	  by	  former	  curator	  of	  
ethnography,	  Madeline	  Rowan,	  and	  author	  and	  ar'st	  
Hilary	  Stewart,	  they	  created	  a	  program	  where	  the	  
students	  would	  learn	  about	  tradi'onal	  Northwest	  
Coast	  cultures	  and	  be	  trained	  to	  share	  their	  knowledge	  
with	  Museum	  visitors.	  	  
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2009	  student	  
Christophe	  
Leech	  tour	  
guiding.	  	  


2010	  Canoe	  
day	  trip	  


2009	  	  
Cedar	  Bark	  
Weaving	  


In	  the	  last	  33	  years,	  170-‐	  190	  Aboriginal	  high	  
school	  students	  have	  gone	  through	  the	  
NYP.	  These	  students	  learn	  about	  the	  Museum	  
and	  its	  Northwest	  Coast	  collec'ons,	  par'cipate	  
in	  hands-‐on	  workshops	  with	  First	  Na'ons	  
ar'sts,	  and	  are	  trained	  to	  give	  public	  tours.	  
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2012	  student	  Robert	  Point	  


Graffi'	  Design	  project	  


The	  NYP	  runs	  for	  seven	  weeks	  from	  July-‐August	  and	  during	  that	  'me	  students	  have	  
the	  opportunity	  to	  interact	  with	  guest	  speakers	  like	  Musqueam	  Elder	  Larry	  Grant,	  
and	  to	  take	  part	  in	  workshops	  like	  graffi'	  design	  with	  North	  West	  Coast	  ar'st	  Cory	  
Bullpit.	  	  


Citiz
en


s o
f T


om
orr


ow
 







2012	  students	  interac'ng	  with	  museum	  visitors	  Citiz
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Recently	  I	  have	  worked	  with	  the	  Pacific	  Northwest	  Curator	  and	  NYP	  director,	  Pam	  
Brown,	  to	  update	  the	  program	  and	  create	  a	  new	  curriculum.	  In	  the	  past,	  the	  NYP	  
focused	  more	  on	  public	  presenta'ons	  and	  research	  projects	  for	  the	  students.	  	  
Currently	  there	  is	  shi`	  towards	  projects	  like	  filmmaking	  and	  ar's'c	  prac'ces	  that	  
help	  the	  students	  explore	  issues	  of	  their	  iden'ty.	  While	  the	  students	  s'll	  interact	  with	  
the	  public	  it	  is	  no	  longer	  the	  main	  focus	  of	  the	  program.	  	  
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Pain'ng,	  fashion	  and	  photography	  projects	  


Since	  2009	  we	  have	  shi`ed	  the	  
focus	  of	  the	  program	  to	  explore	  
the	  students	  iden''es	  as	  urban	  
Aboriginal	  Youth.	  We	  have	  done	  
this	  through	  the	  introduc'on	  of	  
projects	  such	  as	  short	  films	  and	  
other	  arts	  based	  projects	  like	  
fashion	  design,	  visual	  arts	  and	  
crea've	  wri'ng.	  	  
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2012	  Vlog	  entry	  


2011	  Blog	  entry	  


www.na'veyouthprogram.wordpress.com	  


We	  have	  also	  taken	  advantage	  of	  social	  
media	  and	  have	  used	  blogs	  and	  Vlogging	  as	  
a	  way	  for	  the	  students	  to	  explore	  their	  
journey	  inside	  of	  the	  program.	  	  
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•  How	  knowledge	  is	  revealed	  
through	  youth	  media	  arts	  
prac'ce?	  	  


•  How	  youth	  come	  to	  	  
obtain	  and	  mobilize	  	  
knowledge	  through	  their	  
par'cipa'on	  in	  a	  museum	  
program?	  	  	  	  	  


Research	  Ques'ons	  	  


We	  see	  students’	  arts	  prac'ce	  as	  a	  form	  of	  
inquiry	  into	  their	  lives.	  By	  seeing	  students	  as	  
researchers,	  their	  encounter	  with	  the	  museum	  
is	  a	  form	  of	  studio-‐based	  (or	  arts-‐based)	  
research.	  Two	  of	  our	  research	  ques'ons	  ask:	  
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2011	  NYP	  


In	  2011	  we	  focused	  on	  two	  main	  projects,	  a	  visual	  art	  project	  and	  
short	  films,	  each	  one	  focused	  on	  exploring	  their	  iden''es.	  	  Citiz
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A	  piece	  of	  me	  


The	  visual	  art	  project	  was	  a	  
collabora'on	  with	  The	  
Urban	  Na've	  Youth	  
Associa'on	  en'tled,	  A	  
piece	  of	  me.	  This	  consisted	  
of	  the	  students	  going	  into	  
the	  museum	  picking	  a	  
piece	  and	  then	  
transforming	  it	  into	  an	  
expression	  of	  their	  own	  
iden'ty.	  	  
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Vanessa	  Parnell	  and	  Jonathan	  Wildman	  


This	  project	  really	  allowed	  the	  students	  to	  interact	  directly	  with	  the	  museum	  collec'on.	  If	  
your	  interested	  in	  seeing	  all	  of	  the	  students	  work	  it	  is	  available	  as	  a	  PDF	  download	  on	  the	  
NYP	  blog.	  	  
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Who I (really) Am Film Series
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screening	  	  


Students	  
working	  on	  
their	  films	  


Crea'ng,	  Who	  I	  really	  Am,	  film	  series	  Citiz
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In	  2011	  we	  had	  the	  students	  create	  a	  series	  of	  short	  films	  exploring	  their	  own	  ideas	  
surrounding	  urban	  Aboriginal	  iden'ty.	  They	  worked	  with	  video	  ar'st	  Josh	  Hite	  who	  
helped	  them	  develop	  their	  ideas	  and	  gave	  feedback	  on	  their	  films.	  They	  also	  learned	  
how	  to	  operate	  HD	  cameras,	  how	  to	  edit	  in	  Imovie,	  Iphoto,	  how	  to	  storyboard	  and	  
par'cipated	  in	  many	  discussions	  revolving	  around	  the	  idea	  of	  art,	  copyright,	  personal	  
iden'ty	  and	  storytelling.	  
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Jaime	  Blankenship	  


“My	  film	  is	  called	  “Tradi'onal	  Me.”	  It’s	  
about	  being	  an	  Aboriginal	  youth	  living	  
in	  today’s	  society,	  showing	  his	  or	  her	  
true	  colors,	  as	  being	  someone	  who	  is	  
tradi'onal.	  I	  think	  it’s	  very	  important	  
for	  Aboriginal	  youth	  to	  show	  their	  
inner	  tradi;onal	  being	  to	  everyone,	  
because	  that	  is	  who	  they	  are.	  For	  me,	  
its	  very	  important	  because	  we	  live	  in	  
such	  a	  big	  city	  and	  most	  of	  the	  people	  
that	  live	  in	  Vancouver	  don’t	  really	  
know	  anything	  about	  First	  Na'ons	  
culture.	  It’s	  important	  for	  us	  not	  be	  shy	  
about	  sharing	  our	  culture	  to	  those	  who	  
are	  not	  that	  familiar	  with	  it.”	  	  
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Tradi'onal	  me	  by	  Jaime	  Blankenship	  Citiz
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francinecunningham

Typewritten Text

To view video visit the NYP on You Tube at: http://youtu.be/fZAOWyOxA0Y
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2012	  


In	  2012	  we	  focused	  on	  three	  primary	  projects,	  
Vlogging,	  a	  poetry	  book	  and	  a	  Fashion	  Show.	  
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Poetry	  Book	  


Danielle	  Humchii	  


The	  poetry	  and	  photography	  book	  was	  a	  
wonderful	  way	  for	  the	  students	  to	  express	  
their	  iden''es	  through	  the	  combina'on	  of	  the	  
wriien	  word	  and	  digital	  photography.	  	  	  
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Fashion	  Design	  Project	  


The	  students	  worked	  
with	  First	  Na'ons	  
fashion	  designer	  Sho	  
Sho	  Esquire	  to	  
complete	  two	  looks,	  a	  
male	  and	  female,	  for	  
a	  fashion	  show	  at	  
then	  end	  of	  the	  
summer.	  	  
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Senaqwilla	  Wyss-‐	  Week	  three	  


The	  students	  also	  Vlogged	  each	  week,	  the	  video	  I	  am	  showing	  is	  Senaqwila	  Wyss’s	  vlog	  from	  
week	  three	  of	  the	  program.	  	  
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francinecunningham

Typewritten Text

To view the video visit:https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=7uWyBy8kLrA
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Celebra'on	  Potluck	  


Every	  year	  the	  NYP	  holds	  a	  celebra'on	  potluck	  to	  honor	  the	  students	  and	  all	  
the	  hard	  work	  they	  have	  done.	  	  Citiz
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www.na'veyouthprogram.wordpress.com	  


THE	  NATIVE	  YOUTH	  PROGRAM	  
If	  you	  would	  like	  more	  informa'on	  about	  the	  
NYP	  we	  created	  a	  documentary	  in	  2009	  as	  part	  
of	  the	  30th	  year	  celebra'on	  where	  we	  
interview	  past	  and	  current	  students	  and	  it	  can	  
be	  found	  on	  the	  NYP	  website	  at	  
www.na'veyouthprogram.wordpress.com.	  	  
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