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“Everyone	  I	  had	  known	  had	  disowned	  me.	  
Le5	  me	  for	  a	  child	  predator	  bait	  in	  the	  
wilderness.	  It	  seemed	  that	  my	  life	  up	  un=l	  
this	  point	  had	  been	  nothing	  but	  an	  
unfortunate	  series	  of	  blackouts	  and	  acid	  
flashbacks.	  Now	  that	  I	  actually	  wish	  to	  
rehabilitate	  myself,	  no	  one’s	  le5	  to	  assist	  
me.	  I	  was	  all	  alone……”	  















“It’s	  powerful	  because	  -‐-‐	  I	  mean,	  you	  could	  sit	  
down	  with	  your	  friend	  and	  tell	  him	  a	  story	  and	  
they	  could	  be	  like	  off	  somewhere	  else	  in	  their	  
mind,	  but	  if	  you	  are	  telling	  the	  story	  through	  a	  
film,	  they	  are	  watching,	  they	  are	  seeing,	  they	  
are	  hearing,	  they	  are	  making	  all	  these	  different	  
connec=ons	  through	  using	  more	  of	  their	  senses	  
instead	  of	  just	  listening.	  They	  are	  seeing	  it	  
firsthand	  preJy	  well.”	  	  (Leo)	  











In what ways do new media art 
education programs, such as the ones 
offered at GIFTS, have positive impact 
on the youths’ understanding of identity, 
culture, and civic engagement? 
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